
      

Specialist in Maths and Computing 

Headteacher’s Message 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to our latest issue of our school newsletter which includes details of a selection of the many 

and varied activities that have taken place. 

On a very important note I would like to bring to your attention an issue that is concerning Catholic 

schools across the country.  The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) was introduced in 2010 and is awarded 

to all students who achieve GCSEs at grades A* - C in English, Mathematics, Science, a Humanities 

subject and a Modern Foreign Language.  At this stage parents need to be aware of this change and its 

possible implications when students are selecting subject choices in year 9.  We have not made it 

compulsory to follow an “English Baccalaureate” set of options but have ensured that they are fully 

available. 

However, it is of serious concern that the list of recognized Humanities subjects does not currently 

include Religious Education.  We, along with other Catholic schools, are urging the government to 

ensure that R.E. be regarded as a humanity for the purposes of the English Baccalaureate.  If you too feel 

strongly about its inclusion I would encourage you to write to the local M.P. asking for his support in 

ensuring its inclusion. 

Mr. S. Clarke, Executive Head Teacher. 

 

Art Exhibition 

In December two Year 9 Art groups visited Warrington Museum to see the first ever UK solo exhibition of 

New York based artist Brian Adam Douglas (Elbow Toe).  Well known for his introspective urban art this 

exhibition focused on portraiture. 

This was a great opportunity for students to see the work and also meet the artist who is well known for 

his urban artwork.  All pupils that took part thoroughly enjoyed this rare event and gave positive 

feedback, therefore symbolizing the fact that Elbow Toe was an inspiring and reasonable gentleman.  

Also he explained how most of his work comes from personal experience and genuine inspiration from 

things in life.  Elbow Toes’ detailed representational collages were described by himself as an abstract 

narrative which means that the paintings are difficult to understand and does not have an obvious 

meaning. 

Overall the trip was a very enjoyable experience and massive inspiration and we all think that Brian Adam 

Douglas (Elbow Toe) should visit Warrington again soon. 

Joe Oakes, Lewis Wightman & Joel Cherrett.  

 

 

 



Warrington Ladies RLFC 
Former pupils from Cardinal Newman represented Warrington Ladies in the Ladies Rugby League 

Callenge Cup Final at Featherstone Rovers ground on Easter Sunday.  They were eventually defeated 30-

14 after a very spirited display against a Featherstone team playing at their home ground and including 

several international players. 

 

From left to right: Jodie Cunningham, Rachel Peers, Lizzie Gladman,  

Jen Parker, Francesca Hawley, Katie-May Williams, Emily Rudge. 

 

 

Cardinal Newman is proud to announce that Year 8 and Year 9 boys have reached the Schools Rugby 

League Final and also Cardinal Newman girls rugby team have reached the Schools North West Final, 

both finals will take place on 15
th

 June at the Halliwell Jones Stadium.   Best of luck goes to all three 

teams, we know you will do us proud! 
 

 

Let’s Celebrate Reading! 
In March 2011 Key Stage Three pupils took part in a range of activities to celebrate World Book Day.  

Pupils from years 7, 8, 9 and 10 all watched a World Book Day assembly which included an extra special 

film made by Cardinal Newman staff in which they shared their favourite books.  In addition to this, 

competitions were held in school and students got to take part in a book treasure hunt as well as share 

their favourite books with their peers.  The week was a huge success and we hope the celebration of 

reading will continue throughout the summer term. 

For more information on the celebration of reading at Cardinal Newman please check the school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Romeo and Juliet Come to Life for Year 9 
Back in February, the English Department took Year 9 pupils to Bolton Octagon theatre to watch the 

spectacular, once in a life time opportunity play of Romeo and Juliet. 

When we got there we realized it was no ordinary theatre, it was in fact a ‘theatre in the round’ (where the 

audience sit around the stage instead of in front) which was something that not many of us have 

experienced before.  It certainly was a peculiar shape but we all agreed it definitely made the performance 

come alive.  The actors portrayed the characters in a very understandable way, conveying all the 

emotions and body language needed for a fabulous and educational performance.  By getting the chance 

to watch the show it meant we could see the performers showing the true emotions of the characters we 

have been studying but also showing the characters as we imagined them. 

Going on this trip really helped us in our English lessons as we had a better understanding of 

Shakespeare’s’ poetic language.  On the whole we had a fantastic, memorable evening that was also 

educational.  We will look forward to more trips from the English Department.  Shakespeare boring? …. 

NEVER! 

Elena Mallouris & Amy Lea Yr 9. 

 

Chinese Culture 

The pupils and staff at Cardinal Newman all took part in Chinese week to celebrate and learn about the 

Chinese culture.  Several lessons were held throughout the day, in R.E. the pupils learnt about Buddhism 

which is the main religion in China and each pupil created a lotus flower on which they wrote their hopes 

and dreams.  In Science, the lesson was based upon the development of fireworks from Chinese history.  

In English the children were asked to interpret the love story from the images on the willow plate and in 

History they studied ways in which China often led the way in technological, medical and scientific 

advances.  The pupils enjoyed making Chinese lanterns in Art and learnt how to write their names using 

the Chinese alphabet.  The students Maths lesson was based around Mathematical Games in Chinese 

culture such as Tangrams and the Two Stones Game and also to learn about the idea of magic squares.  

They also learnt about the Chinese number system and how numbers are created in the binary system.  

In Geography, pupils were asked to produce a leaflet that reflected a traditional and also modern China 

and finally in Modern Languages, a lesson was delivered by Sally a Chinese student who gave an insight 

into Chinese culture, writing and language.  In all an interesting and educational day was had by the 

students and we look forward to holding similar cultural weeks in the future. 

Year 7 G & T Workshop 
A group of able Year 7 mathematicians took part in the 2

nd
 G & T workshop.  They spent two lessons 

investigating Fibonacci and The Golden Ratio.  They looked at where the Fibonacci numbers appear in 

nature, buildings and art and constructed a Golden Rectangle. 

Year 8 G & T Workshop 
A group of able Year 8 pupils took part in the 2

nd
 G & T workshop.  They started the session by drawing 

straight line graphs, then looked at the link between perpendicular lines which then led onto investigating 

the gradient of a curve leading onto differentiation which is an AS level topic. 

 



United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Team Challenge 
A team of 4 year 8 pupils went to Manchester University to take part in the annual UKMT Team Challenge.  

The team competed against teams from other North West schools in four rounds including a cross-

number challenge and a relay race. 

Intermediate Challenge 
60 pupils from Years 9 to 11 took part in the UKMT Intermediate Challenge.  It consists of a 1 hour 

multiple choice paper designed to make the pupils think, not guess.  Several pupils were rewarded with 

certificates for their efforts and these were: 

Year 11 – Silver Award  Year 11 – Bronze Award  Year 10 – Bronze Award 

Abigail Worsley   Kieran Rudd    Francis Redmond 

Joseph Sheppard   Emma Donoghue   Sophie Rutter 

George Davidson   Tom Diakun    Kirsty Taylor 

Catherine D’Anza   Orlaith Draper    Omid Najimi 

          Michael Ross 

          Stephen Perry 

 

Year 9 – Gold Award & Best in School     Year 9 – Silver Award 

Emily Nevinson        Giorgia Dutton 

          Declan Lake 

          Michael Moran 

Junior Challenge 
60 pupils from Years 7 and 8 took part in the UKMT Junior Challenge.  The paper was made up of 25 

multiple choice questions which increase in difficulty.  Results will follow in the next newsletter. 

Next Round 
Emily Nevinson, who was awarded with a Gold Certificate and Best in School in the Intermediate 

Challenge, achieved a score high enough to make it through to the next round of the challenge.  Well 

done Emily!! 

G & T Workshops 
The maths department have continued to visit some of our feeder primary schools to run a workshop 

aimed at able mathematicians who are in Years 4 to 6.  We hope to carry on with these workshops in the 

coming academic year. 

Year 5 Maths and ICT Tasters 
More feeder primary schools have visited Cardinal Newman to take part in our Maths and ICT taster 

sessions.  The pupils spent time in ICT with Mrs. Morse, working on Flash on the computers then the rest 

of the time was spent in Maths creating a pattern of squares.  Pupils from Year 7 and 8 helped out with 

the Year 5 pupils and all thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 

Mrs. Shaw, Head of Maths. 

 


